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So This is What Modern Druids Do . . . 
have a confession to make.  As I type this, about 

fifteen feet to my right, there stands a two-foot-tall 
live evergreen tree, with lights and ornaments and 
candy canes hanging from the branches.  And 
even though I don’t celebrate Christmas any 
more, I absolutely think of it as a Christmas 

tree.  Sure, the tree that we’ll be decorating during the 
ritual today, that’s a Yule tree.  But if it’s in my home, it’s 
a Christmas tree.  If I were the sort of pagan who spent my 
vitriol on accusing Christians of stealing our holidays and 
their symbolism for their own nefarious purposes, that 
would make me quite the hypocrite, wouldn’t it? 
 It’s certainly true that many Christmas traditions have 
their origins in pre-Christian practices, of course.  The 
ancient Romans brought evergreen boughs (and other 
plants that were still green during the winter) into their 
homes as a reminder of the green times, as a way of 
keeping the life and bounty of summer in their presence 
through the dark time of the year.  (Our Grove’s own Fire 
Watch is a similar practice, keeping the light burning from 
one “ritual season” to the next.)  And they weren’t the 
only culture to do something like this.  Even the Egyptians 
decorated their homes with green palm rushes! 
 The ancient Germanic Pagans were very 
big on honoring sacred trees, which 
continued into Christian times in the form 
of the indoor evergreen tree decorated 
with candles, a practice attributed by 
some to Martin Luther himself.  
Personally, I would question the 
wisdom of chopping down the kind of 
tree used to make resin, bringing it into 
my house, and putting lit candles on it, 
but that’s me.  
 It’s interesting to note that the 
Christmas tree took a long time to 
become popular in the United States.  The 
earliest settlers felt that any kind of fancy 
decorations distracted from the true meaning 
of the holiday.  William Bradford, governor of the 
Plymouth Colony, even referred to 
Christmas decorations as a “pagan 
mockery” of the day.  It wasn’t until 
German immigrants arrived in large 
numbers, combined with the 

publication of a picture of Queen Victoria and her family 
with their own tree, that Christmas trees gained 
acceptance here. 
 And now we’ve come full circle, and I’m a Pagan 
stealing a Christian tradition for my own nefarious winter-
celebrating purposes.  Or am I stealing it back for 
paganism, like some kind of religious Robin Hood?  In the 
end, I don’t think it matters, for two reasons. 
 The first is that honoring our Ancestors is an 
important part of our ADF practice, and if using the same 
kinds of holiday decorations as they did helps us to 
remember them and bring us closer to them, then that’s a 
good enough reason to do it.  I still get immense joy from 
singing Christmas carols, even the very Christian ones (I 
still remember most of the Latin lyrics to “Adeste 
Fideles”) because that’s something I did with my parents 
and grandparents.  Should I refuse to sing them because 
they don’t directly apply to the religion I’m a part of now? 
 The other reason is that these practices, of keeping the 
life of the land and the light of the sun in our home during 
this darkest time of the year, are valuable in their own 
right.  (Or in their own rite?)  As I noted earlier, I’m really 

not all that obsessed over who started any 
particular holiday tradition or who “stole” it 

from whom.  If the practice has some 
meaning for you, then should it really 

matter who thought of it first, or what 
tradition they were a part of?  
Ultimately, all personal religious 
practices are, well, personal.  And 
just as I encourage everyone to work 
with deities from different cultures 
in their home practice if that’s what 

they’re called to do, I also encourage 
everyone to use the traditions that call 

to them.  It’s good to know the origins 
of those traditions and the reasons why 

they call to you, if you can, but in the end, 
the heart wants what the heart wants, and if 

an indoor tree with candy canes is what your 
heart wants, you should go with it. 
 
Yours in service to the Kindreds 

and the Grove, 
Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid

The picture that made the Christmas tree a 
rock star: Prince Albert, Queen Victoria, and 
the British royal family gathered around the 
Christmas tree at Windsor Castle, from the 
Illustrated London News, 1848. 
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Scribe 
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Shining Lakes Grove  
Bylaws Amendments 
 
The following changes to the SLG bylaws were voted upon, and passed, by 
the Leadership Council at the Business Meeting held Tuesday, December 11. 
 

Article 4, paragraph 1: 

A Voting Member is defined as a Full Grove Member who is at least 13 years 
of age. Each voting member shall have one vote, plus one additional vote for 
each full, continuous year that he or she is 17 years of age or older and 
remains a voting member. 

shall be changed to: 

A Voting Member is defined as a Full Grove Member who is at least 13 years 
of age. Each voting member shall have one vote, plus one additional vote for 
each full, continuous year that he or she is 17 years of age or older and 
remains a voting member, up to a maximum of ten votes. 
 

Article 5, paragraph 1: 

The annual meeting of Shining Lakes Grove shall be held within the fortnight 
of Lughnasadh. 

shall be changed to 

The annual meeting of Shining Lakes Grove shall be held in April. 

 
Article 13, paragraph 4: 

All by laws changes must be advertised in SLN and shall not go into effect 
until 30 days after such notification. 

shall be changed to: 

All by laws changes must be advertised in the Grove newsletter and shall not 
go into effect until 30 days after such notification. 
 

The following paragraph shall be added to Article 9 between paragraphs 
1 and 2: 

All Grove membership dues shall be due at Samhain. Members paying 
membership dues at other times shall pay a pro-rated amount to cover the 
time period until the next Samhain when normal dues shall be due. 

Congratulations to our newly 
elected officers! 

Administrator: Noal McDonald 
Scribe: Valerie Hartzer 

Chronicler: Genevieve Stoyak 
Youth Activities Coordinator: Kristina Keller 

Public Relations Coordinator: Sean Keller 



Grove Calendar: Yule to Spring Equinox 
 

Rituals 
An Bruane: Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration 
for those who wish to go beyond the standard High Day 
rites.  Members only, please.  1/22, 2/26, 3/19, 7-9 pm at 
Rob's 
Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Imbolc and Spring Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  1/15, 3/5, 7-9 pm at Sweetwaters 
Fire Lighting Ceremony: We gather together to kindle 
the hearth fire and take it to our homes, to tend through 
the night and bring to the ritual.  1/26, 3/23, 7-9 pm at 
Rob's 
Imbolc Rite: Come join us as we honor Bríd, our 
Grove's goddess of community and the hearth. There 
will be a raffle and potluck after the rite.  1/27, 2-5 pm at 
Friends 
Spring Equinox Rite: Come join us as we honor Ana, 
SLG’s river mother. There will be a raffle and potluck 
after the rite. (And bring any seeds or gardening tools 
that you would like blessed!) 3/24, 2-5 pm at Friends 

 

Social Events 
Coffee Hour: Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  1/18, 2/22, 3/29, 8-11 pm at Sweetwaters 

Meetings 
SLG Business Meeting: Discussion of general business and 
setting of the calendar.  1/8, 2/12, 3/12, 7-9 at Sweetwaters 

Helping the Huron 
Winter Stonefly Search: Join a team that searches for 
stoneflies in creeks to learn about stream conditions in the 
Huron River.  (You must register before January 22nd! 
jfrenzel@hrwc.org ) 1/26, 9-3 pm or 10-4 pm, meet at NEW 
Center 

 
 
 
  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to  
our collection for the Humane Society of  
Huron Valley.  We collected five bags of  

food and dry goods. 



 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

January 6 
 

7 
 

8 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Sweetwaters 

9 
 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
7-9 Liturgist RT 

Sweetwaters 

16 
 

17 18 
7-9 Coffee Hour 

Sweetwaters 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

MLK DAY 

22 
7-9 An Bruane 

Rob's 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
10:30-4 Stonefly 

Search 
NEW Center 

7 PM 
Fire Lighting 

Rob’s 
27 
2-5 

Imbolc Rite 
Friends 

28 29 
 

30 
 

31 
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2 
 

3 
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10 
 

11 
 

12 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Sweetwaters  

PACZKI DAY 

13 
 

14 
 
 

VALENTINE”S 
DAY 

15 
 

16 

17 18 19 
 

20 21 
 

22 
7-9 Coffee Hour 

Sweetwaters 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 
7-9 An Bruane 

Rob's 

27 
 

28 March 1 
 

2 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
7-9 Liturgist RT 

Sweetwaters 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 

 
DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS BEGINS 

11 
 

12 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Sweetwaters 

 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
7-9 An Bruane 

Rob's 
 

20 
 
 
 

SPRING BEGINS 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
7 PM 

Fire Lighting 
Rob's 

24 
2-5 Spring 

Equinox Rite 
Friends 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
7-9 Coffee Hour 

Sweetwaters 

30 
 

 
Addresses:

Friends Meeting, 1420 Hill St., Ann Arbor 
NEW Center: 1100 N. Main, Ann Arbor 

Rob’s: 11623 Lisa Lori Lane, South Lyon, 734-277-1897 
Sweetwaters, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
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