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A Magical New World 
One SLuG’s account of attending ADF’s largest festival for the first time 

ellspring 2014 was time of firsts for me.  
First time camping in 20 years, first time 
traveling to New York, first time attending 

an ADF festival—Wellspring was a break from the 
mundane and a step into a magical new world. 
 One part of Wellspring that stood out for me was the 
number of fellow ADF members I encountered.  There 
were faces I recognized from Facebook, names I 
recognized from Oak Leaves and the ADF e-mail lists—
and I had the opportunity to meet many of these people in 
person.  I met other ADF members from Michigan, all 
over the United States, and even some from Canada. 
There were many memorable experiences, so I’ll highlight 
just a few here. 
 Bless Me Uncle Bob: This workshop, led by 
Francesca Hedrick, focused on Ancestor worship.  
Historically speaking, the term “kin” was not limited 
strictly to a person’s 
blood relatives, but also 
meant members of that 
person’s larger 
community.  To honor 
the Ancestors is to 
perform acts that will 
ensure that they are 
remembered after death.  
As someone who has lost 
two loved ones since the 
beginning of the year, I 
found it personally 
beneficial to attend this 
workshop.   
 Creatures of Norse 
and Irish Lore: Morgan 
Daimler discussed the 
similarities and differences 
between various aspects of Norse and Irish lore, including 
lore from other areas of the Celtic homelands.  She 
mentioned the brownies, and I had flashbacks to the story 
in my Girl Scout handbook about the brownie that taught 
the woodland children how to be responsible and 
respectful of their parents.  Morgan also discussed such 
topics as the Alfar, the Aes Sidhe, and the Faerie raid that 
supposedly takes people away to France. 

 Saturday Night Potluck Dinner: It was exciting to 
see Rob and Rodney win passes to Wellspring and 
Summerland, respectively.  Rob will probably never 
believe this, but I had a strong feeling that Hermes would 
favor him to win the Wellspring passes. 
 Annual Meeting: I gave a standing ovation for Rob 
when it was announced that he had been named the 
recipient of the Perseverance Award. 
 Simple Rite of Blessing: A.J. Gooch led this ritual 
base his Grove’s monthly Druid Moon rituals.  Each 
participant received a white candle, and everyone poured 
their collective energies into the candles to provide 
specific blessings for those who sought them.  As each 
attendee named various Nature Spirits during the calling 
of the Kindreds, one person said “Cat.”  The Brushwood 
campground cat ran into the nemeton and straight to the 
person who said that.   

 Roman Kin Ritual for 
Fortuna: This was another 
new experience for me, as 
this was the first Kin-specific 
ritual I’ve attended.  I took 
note of the unique parts of 
Roman ritual, such as the 
contract between the Shining 
Ones and the people and the 
use of three fires as the 
Portals.  I even got to put my 
French minor to use to 
understand bits and pieces of 
the Latin phrases spoken 
during the ritual. 
 Wellspring was a 
fantastic experience and I 

thoroughly enjoyed it.  If 
you’ve never attended it 

before, I strongly urge that you consider doing so in the 
future.  If you’d like to learn about my Wellspring 
experience in more detail, please check out my blog, Calm 
the Expanse and Cloudless!  You can read about some of 
my personal experiences and follow me as I pursue my 
goal of finishing the Dedicant Path.  You can find it at 
http://calmtheexpanse.blogspot.com   

— By Molly Harris 

The ADF Nemeton at Brushwood 



 
SLG Leadership Council 

Senior Druid 
Rob Henderson robh@shininglakes.org 

Assistant Senior Druid 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Administrator 
Noal McDonald dharzhak@yahoo.com 

Scribe 
Candy Brockman 

candy.brockman@gmail.com 

Pursewarden 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Chronicler 
Genevieve Stoyak gstoyak@gmail.com 

Public Relations Coordinator 
Position Open 

Youth Activities Coordinator 
Position Open 

SLG Guild Leaders 

Magicians’ Guild 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Warriors’ Guild 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Healers’ Guild 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Bardic Guild 
Valerie Hartzer vhartzer@yahoo.com 

Producers’ Guild (unofficial) 
Genevieve Stoyak gstoyak@gmail.com 

No e-mail access?  Contact our officers at 
our snail-mail address or phone number. 

Shining Lakes News (©2014) is published 
by Shining Lakes Grove, ADF, PO Box 
3901, Ann Arbor, MI, 48106, (734) 277-

1897.  For information about SLN, contact 
the Chronicler at gstoyak@gmail.com or 
(734) 262-1462.  For information about 
Shining Lakes Grove, please contact the 
Senior Druid at (734) 277-1897 or by e-
mail at robh@shininglakes.org, or visit 

www.shininglakes.org. 

Taking an Order 

Wellspring got me thinking, as is often the case… 
 I’ve written here in the newsletter before about Guilds and their role 
within ADF.  Not everyone in ADF wants to be a Priest, or wants to study to 
be a Priest.  Guilds give our members a chance to study and socialize with other 
members who share a common interest in a particular skill set, and there are 
lots of them.  You can check the ADF website for info on them and how to join. 
 I think I’ve also written about our Kins (not to be confused with the 
Kindreds, and yeah, I wish there was a better name for them too), which gives 
our members a chance to work with other ADF members who have an interest 
in a particular Indo-European hearth culture, to socialize and develop rituals 
and learn about the culture and language and that sort of thing.  I’m a member 
of the Hellenic Kin, and I know several of you are involved in Kins as well. 
 One thing I haven’t mentioned here is our Initiate Program.  It was 
developed for our members who want to do more advanced trance and 
magical work but aren’t interested in serving the public as clergy.  (Although 
if they do want to be clergy as well, much of the coursework is the same, so it 
would count toward the Clergy Training Program as well—kind of the ADF 
equivalent of taking AP classes for college credit.)  Obviously I’d like at least 
some of my Grovemates to want to become a Priest at some point so they can 
take over for me, but if you’d rather do your workings in private, this may be 
a good option for you. 
 Which brings me around to what Wellspring got me thinking about.  
Carrion Mann gave a presentation on the Order of the Dead, for which she’s 
been involved with  developing the structure, and I realized I haven’t talked 
about Orders here in the newsletter—and I really should! 
 Orders were created to give our members the opportunity to develop their 
own sort of mystery traditions, like the Eleusinian Mysteries in the ancient 
Greek-speaking world.  Our Orders have some things in common with each of 
the group types I’ve mentioned.  Like the Initiate Program, it gives our 
members a chance to do more in-depth work with the Kindreds in a more 
private setting.  Like our Guilds, they each have a study program to help 
members develop their trance and magical abilities to do the work of the 
Order.  And like our Kins, they focus on specific mythic or symbolic 
complexes, though not necessarily limited to a single hearth culture. 
 The Orders we currently have are: 
 Order of the Crane: Started by members of Three Cranes Grove (big 

surprise), this Order uses the crane as a symbol for transformative and 
devotional work. 
 Order of Bardic Alchemy: Started by members of our Bardic Guild, this 

Order explores the magical and spiritual aspects of bardry. 
 Demeter and Eleusinian Order (DEO): Inspired by the Eleusinian 

Mysteries, this Order works with Demeter and the symbols of her story 
for transformative work. 
 Order of the Dead: This Order is developing specialized training and 

techniques for those who feel called to work with the Ancestors. 
 Members of an Order must be ADF members who have completed their 
Dedicant Path coursework.  Each Order has its own additional membership requirements, including a “joining ritual.”  
Specific information can be found on our (newly revised and better-looking) website: https://www.adf.org/members/orders 
 I encourage everyone to look at the Orders and consider joining any that appeal to you, as a means to deepen your 
practice and strengthen your relationships with the Kindreds! 

 Yours in service to the Kindreds and the Grove,  
 Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid 



 

Grove Calendar: Summer Solstice to Fall Equinox 
Rituals 

An Bruane:  Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration 
for those who wish to go beyond the standard High Day 
rites. Members only, please.  7/15, 8/26, 7-9 pm at Rob’s 

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Lughnasadh and Fall Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  7/22, 9/2, 7-9 pm at Rob’s 

Fire Watch:  We follow the traditions of our ancestors 
and light the hearth fire the night before ritual.  8/2, 8-
10pm; 9/20, 7-9 pm at Cavallo 

Lughnasadh Rite:  Come join us as we honor Lugh, our 
trial patron god. There will be a raffle and potluck 
following the ritual. All welcome.  8/3, 2-5 pm at 
Cavallo 

Fall Equinox Rite:  Will we be doing our usual ritual to 
honor our river mother Ana, or will we be doing 
something completely different?  Be there to find out! 
There will be a raffle and potluck following the ritual. 
All welcome. 9/21, 2-5 pm at Cavallo 

Meetings 

SLG Business Meeting:  Discussion of general business 
and setting of the calendar.  7/8, 8/12, 9/16 (different 
date for September only), 7-9 at Sweetwaters 

Social Events 

Coffee Hour:  Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  6/27, 7/25, 8/22, 9/26, 8-11 pm at 
Sweetwaters 

Festivals 

Detroit Pagan Pride Day:  Pagan Pride Detroit is the 
Greater Detroit chapter of the Pagan Pride Project, a global 
non-profit dedicated to the elimination of prejudice and 
religious discrimination.  Our primary mission is to foster 
pride in Greater Detroit’s Pagan identity through education, 
activism, charity and community.   8/19, 11 am- 7pm, Green 
Acres Park, 899 W. Mapledale Ave., Hazel Park 

Sunmmerland Festival:  An ADF Unity Festival and Pagan 
Spiritual Retreat   8/14-17, Camp Clifton, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio (http://www.6thnight.org/summerland.html) 

Midnight Flame Festival:  Come join us at ADF’s only 
festival in the region! At The Midnight Flame Festival you 
will enjoy camping at a site that allows for tent, RV, or even 
cabin camping, lectures and workshops, shopping, as well as 
opportunities to vend, rituals, fellowship, and fun!   9/4-7, 
Chain O Lakes Campground, Bellaire, Michigan 
(http://www.grovemidnightsun.org/midnightflame.html) 

Helping the Huron 

River Roundup:  Collect water and insect samples from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council. (You must register in advance for this! 
jfrenzel@hrwc.org)  10/18, 9 am-3pm or 11 am-5pm, meet 
at NEW Center, 1100 N. Main St., Ann Arbor 

Bug ID Day: Count the insect samples we collected from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council.  (You must register in advance for this! 
jfrenzel@hrwc.org)  10/26, 12-3 pm or 2-5 pm, NEW 
Center, 1100 N. Main St., Ann Arbor 
 
 
 
 

Huron River Day 
Sunday, July 13, 12pm to 4 pm / Gallup Park, Ann Arbor 

Thirty two years ago the Huron River Day Celebration began as a way to encourage partnerships among government, 
private, and non-profit organizations and to educate citizens about the importance of water quality and Huron River 
preservation.  Each year, this event draws approximately 2,500 people from the Ann Arbor community to celebrate the 
Huron River.  Activities include: 
• $5 Canoe & Kayak rentals 
• Children's Activity Tent with art and 

science fun 
• Live animal program  
• Butterfly House 

• Fun river exhibits 
• Photo booth with canoes and kids 
• Kids Envirochallenge  
• Stand Up Paddleboard demos 
• Classic Small Boat Show 

• Fishing fun 
• Live music from Joe Reilly, Gemini, 

and Wire in the Wood 
• Food vendors: Pilar's Tamales, Dad’s 

Dogs, and Mity Nice shaved ice 

For more information about Huron River Day, please call (734) 794-6240.
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Addresses: 
Cavallo Farms, 2185 N. Harris Rd., Ypsilanti  
Gallup Park, 3300 Fuller Rd., Ann Arbor 
Panera Bread, 1773 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 

Rob’s, 330 Chidester St. #812, Ypsilanti, (734) 277-1897 
Sweetwaters, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
 
 



CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
It’s time to think about elections for new Grove officers. Please consider your nominations carefully; the person you 
nominate (and this could be you) should be willing and able to devote the time necessary to fulfill the duties of the office. 
Nominees must also be full current members of both Shining Lakes Grove and ADF when they take office at Samhain.  
The names of those nominated must be received in writing by the Election Committee on or before August 15, 2014.  

Following is a description of the offices that are up for election this year.  

Senior Druid - The Senior Druid (SD) is responsible for the spiritual welfare and 
unity of the Grove. The SD shall have the right to be a member of all committees and 
may choose to attend any meeting or event of the Grove or its subgroups. The SD is 
responsible for reviewing all of the officer Grove reports as forwarded by the Grove 
Administrator and for submitting them to the ADF Archdruid and Scribe. The SD is 
responsible for public relations and community networking activities of the Grove, or 
for the delegation of those activities as needed. The SD is responsible for the 

supervision of all liturgical activities within the Grove. The SD is responsible for supervision of any Grove cosmological, 
historical, or theological educational endeavors that are sponsored by the Leadership Council. The SD is responsible for 
training a successor to this position. The SD is answerable to the Leadership Council. The term of the office of Senior 
Druid shall be three years. 

Grove Administrator - The Grove Administrator (GA) shall be responsible for leading and supervising the business 
activities of the Grove. The GA shall run the business meetings and have the right to be a member of any committee of the 
Leadership Council. The GA shall be responsible for maintaining a reasonable level of service (including but not limited 
to making sure there are High Day rites, Grove newsletters, and regular business meetings) to the membership of Shining 
Lakes Grove by the Leadership Council, or for delegating that service in the absence of elected officers. The GA shall 
have the fiduciary and fundraising responsibility for the Grove, subject to guidance of the Leadership Council. The GA 
shall be responsible for compiling a quarterly Grove report to be sent to the Senior Druid for the ADF Archdruid and 
Scribe and is responsible for collecting, reviewing, and forwarding to the SD all other officer's quarterly reports. The GA 
is answerable to the Leadership Council. The term of the office of Grove Administrator shall be one year.  

Scribe – The Scribe shall record minutes of all general and Leadership Council meetings and keep records of the proceedings 
of all committees (to be submitted by each committee head), and may perform other duties that would otherwise be 
performed by a Corporate Secretary. Candidates for the office of the Scribe shall have the ability to take minutes and have 
computing skills. The Scribe is responsible for compiling a quarterly report of Grove events to be sent to the Mother Grove 
after being reviewed by the Grove Administrator and Senior Druid. The term of the office of Scribe shall be one year.  

Chronicler – The Chronicler shall be responsible for the production of all Grove literature including, but not limited to, 
Grove announcements and the Grove newsletter. All publications will be subject to the approval of the Leadership Council. 
Candidates for the office of Chronicler shall have demonstrated skills in writing and desktop publishing and access to the 
necessary equipment to complete the requirements of this office. The term of the office of Chronicler shall be one year.  

Public Relations Coordinator – The Public Relations Coordinator (PRC) shall be responsible for communication of Grove 
activities through publication and advertising in non-Grove publications and other media. The PRC shall also be 
responsible for performance or delegation of customs and traditions of hospitality observed by the Grove. The PRC shall 
be responsible for general member services and respond to all membership inquiries and complaints as necessary. The 
term of the office of Public Relations Coordinator shall be one year.  

Youth Activities Coordinator – The Youth Activities Coordinator (YAC) shall be responsible for the youth religious 
education program. Program materials will focus on daily practice as well as celebration of the High Day Rituals. The 
materials will be reviewed by the Liturgists to ensure that they are appropriate for the ritual as well as to coordinate the 
appropriate time(s) for children to participate in the High Day celebration. Program materials will also be reviewed by the 
Leadership Council. The YAC will ensure that materials are provided to all families with children to help them integrate 
religious practice into their daily lives as well as to celebrate our eight High Days. The YAC is not responsible for 
providing child-care services. The term of office for the Youth Activities Coordinator shall be one year. 

Nominations may be sent to: 

Shining Lakes Grove, ADF 
PO Box 3901 

Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
or 

Molly Harris 
(harris.molly11@gmail.com) 
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