
   Shining Lakes News 
A Newsletter for Shining Lakes Grove, A.D.F. 

 

Summer Solstice 2010 Vol. 17, No. 3 

Footprint In The Stone 
or the first time in nine years, ADF has a new 
ArchDruid!  Rev. Kirk Thomas took office at 

Wellspring this spring, and I was fortunate enough to 
be able to attend this year and take part in his installation 
ritual.  It was actually my first one, since Fox’s installation 
was done just before I joined ADF, and Skip’s was done in 
2001, the only year I didn’t go to Wellspring between 1997 
and 2002.  So I had very little notion of what to expect. 
 Which was also true of Kirk, since he didn’t even join 
ADF until after Skip’s ritual.  When I arrived at Brushwood, 
Skip mentioned that Kirk was off doing secret pre-ritual 
stuff.  But when I went to the main building to change into 
my white chiton and red himation, who should I find 
standing by the men’s room door but Kirk!  He’d been told 
to wait there for further instructions on his prep, and 
thought I might be the one bringing the instructions, which 
I totally wasn’t.  As I was changing, I heard him being told 
that he needed to do a ritual purification shower (no big 
secrets being revealed there, I’m sure; ritual bathing or 
washing is pretty standard Indo-European stuff.) 
 We gathered shortly before dusk, to ensure the ritual 
would take place during that liminal time of day, the 
perfect time for any ritual involving a change from one 
thing to another.  Carrion Mann gave a simple pre-ritual 
briefing, since just about everyone there was experienced 
in ADF-style ritual.  We then processed to the nemeton, 
where we saw Kirk sitting in a chair to the side of the 
circle, giving off a radiant glow—wait, no, that was an 
electric light shining from the other side of the circle, so 
the videographer from California could get footage for his 
documentary.  Well, he still looked impressive! 
 We began the formal ritual, with the ADF Clergy 
Council members doing the various ritual roles.  Since I’d 
been listening to Sir Ian McKellen’s reading of the Fagles 
translation of The Odyssey on the drive to New York, I 
jumped at the chance to do the Invocation to inspiration 
(the Bardic Invocation), given here as best as I can 
remember it (and without the flub of call him “soundless,” 
which I did correct): “Sing, Muses, of Homer, sightless 
storyteller of the Ancient Greeks, whose words survive to 
this day, and tell us much of the ancient ways: how they 
saw their gods; how they honored their gods; and in turn 
how they honored each other through hospitality.  And in 
turn, inspire us to speak well in this rite, to help us honor 
the gods and each other, and to make the tales of this ritual 

great enough to be told and retold for many years to come.  
Inspire us, oh Muses!  Esto!”  (Hey, I’m the only Hellenic 
on the Clergy Council as far as I know; I have to represent 
my hearth culture as best I can when I’m doing CC things!) 
 The other invocations and offerings were all well 
done.  If you haven’t seen an ADF ritual being performed 
by people who are really well-practiced at it, it’s an 
amazing sight, and worth a trip to any festival to see.  It’s 
kind of like watching a professional sports league’s all-
star game, only the players actually care about it. 
 And then Kirk was brought forward to make his own 
offerings to his own Nature Spirits, Ancestors, and Deities.  
There was much burning of food and smashing of shiny 
things.  Anyone who knows Kirk knows that he’ll never 
skimp on his offerings!  He finally offered a large bottle of 
whiskey to ADF itself, for everyone to drink after the rite. 
 Then, he placed his foot on a stone which was newly 
added to the nemeton, with a footprint etched into it.  This 
stone will be used for ArchDruid installations from now 
on, and we consider the one standing on it to be standing 
in a line with those who were AD before.  Those familiar 
with the Lia Fáil of Irish lore know it was the stone that 
would roar with joy if the rightful High King put his foot 
on it, or scream with rage if anyone else did, depending on 
which version of the story you’ve read.  I can’t say I heard 
a roar or a scream while Kirk was standing on it and 
taking his oath of office, but he sure did look impressive! 
 After Kirk aspurged us with the waters of life, we 
closed up ritual space and waited in line to hug Kirk and get 
whiskey.  Well, Rodney and I didn’t get whiskey, but you 
know what wacky teetotalers we are.  Later that night I 
stopped by Kirk’s tent where he was entertaining visitors.  
Skip had mentioned a special treat sent by Kozen, Kirk’s 
partner: light and dark blue M&Ms with Kirk’s face and 
various ADF terms on them.  Wow.  Who knew that eating 
“Nature Spirits” could be so sweet? 

And so begins the tenure of Kirk Thomas as the 
ArchDruid of ADF.  Given his commitment to serious 
research (he’s currently earning an MA in Celtic Studies) 
and spirituality, I expect many great things from him in 
the coming years—hopefully including some visits to 
ConVocation so the rest of you can meet him too! 
 
Yours in service to the Kindreds and the Grove, 
   Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid 



CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
It’s time to think about elections for new Grove officers.  Please consider your nominations carefully; the person you nominate 
(and this could be you) should be willing and able to devote the time necessary to fulfill the duties of the office.  Nominees must 
also be full current members of both Shining Lakes 
Grove and ADF when they take office at Samhain.  

SLG Leadership Council 

Senior Druid 
Rob Henderson robh@shininglakes.org 

Assistant Senior Druid 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Administrator 
Jude Howison uputat@yahoo.com 

Scribe 
Valerie Hartzer vhartzer@yahoo.com 

Pursewarden 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Chronicler 
Genevieve Stoyak gstoyak@hotmail.com 

Public Relations Coordinator 
Paul Hartzer paulhartzer@yahoo.com  

Youth Activities Coordinator 
Sean Keller seankeller@gmail.com 

SLG Guild Leaders 
Magicians’ Guild 

Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Warriors’ Guild 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Healers’ Guild 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Producers’ Guild (unofficial) 
Genevieve Stoyak gstoyak@hotmail.com 

No e-mail access?  Contact our officers at 
our snail-mail address or phone number. 

Shining Lakes News (©2010) is published 
by Shining Lakes Grove, ADF, PO Box 
3901, Ann Arbor, MI, 48106, (734) 277-

1897.  For information about SLN, contact 
the Chronicler at gstoyak@hotmail.com 

or (734) 262-1462.  For information about 
Shining Lakes Grove, please contact the 
Senior Druid at (734) 277-1897 or by e-
mail at robh@shininglakes.org, or visit 

www.shininglakes.org. 

 The names of those nominated must be 
received in writing by the Election Committee on 
or before August 15, 2010.  
 Following is a description of the offices that 
are up for election this year.  

Grove Administrator - The Grove Administrator 
(GA) shall be responsible for leading and supervising the business activities of the 
Grove.  S/he shall run the business meetings and have the right to be a member of 
any committee of the Leadership Council.  S/he shall be responsible for 
maintaining a reasonable level of service (including but not limited to making sure 
there are High Day rites, Grove newsletters, and regular business meetings) to the 
membership of Shining Lakes Grove by the Leadership Council, or for delegating 
that service in the absence of elected officers.  S/he shall have the fiduciary and 
fundraising responsibility for the Grove, subject to guidance of the Leadership 
Council.  The Grove Administrator shall be responsible for compiling a quarterly 
Grove report to be sent to the Senior Druid for the ADF ArchDruid and Scribe and 
is responsible for collecting, reviewing, and forwarding to the SD all other officer’s 
quarterly reports.  The Grove Administrator is answerable to the Leadership 
Council.  The term of the office of Grove Administrator shall be one year.  

Election Committee:  Nominations may also 
be sent to:  

c/o Rob Henderson 
1274 Ridge Rd. 

Ypsilanti, MI  48198 
734-262-1052 

robh@shininglakes.org 

or 
 

c/o Kestrel Lamont 
734-730-5100 

kestrellamont@gmail.com 

 
Shining Lakes Grove  

PO Box 3901  
Ann Arbor, MI 48106 

Scribe - Shall record minutes of all general and Leadership Council meetings and 
keep records of the proceedings of all committees (to be submitted by each 
committee head), and may perform other duties that would otherwise by performed 
by a Corporate Secretary.  Candidates for the office of the Scribe shall have the 
ability to take minutes and have computing skills.  The Scribe is responsible for 
compiling a quarterly report of Grove events to be sent to the Mother Grove after 
being reviewed by the Grove Administrator and Senior Druid.  The term of the 
office of Scribe shall be one year.  

Chronicler - Shall be responsible for the production of all Grove literature, 
including, but not limited to, Grove announcements and the Grove newsletter.  All 
publications will be subject to the approval of the Leadership Council.  Candidates 
for the office of Chronicler shall have demonstrated skills in writing and desktop 
publishing and have access to the necessary equipment to complete the 
requirements of this office.  The term of the office of Chronicler shall be one year. 

Public Relations Coordinator - Shall be responsible for communication of Grove 
activities through publication and advertising in non-Grove publications and other 
media.  The Public Relations Coordinator shall also be responsible for performance 
or delegation of customs and traditions of hospitality observed by the Grove.  The 
Public Relations Coordinator shall be responsible for general member services and 
respond to all membership inquiries and complaints as necessary.  The term of the 
office of Public Relations Coordinator shall be one year.  

Youth Activities Coordinator - Shall be responsible for the youth religious 
education program.  Program materials will focus on daily practice as well as 
celebration of the High Day Rituals.  The materials will be reviewed by the 
Liturgists to ensure that they are appropriate for the ritual as well as to coordinate 
the appropriate time(s) for children to participate in the High Day celebration.  
Program materials will also be reviewed by the Leadership Council.  The YAC will 
ensure that materials are provided to all families with children to help them 
integrate religious practice into their daily lives as well as to celebrate our eight 
High Days.  The YAC is not responsible for providing child-care services.  The 
term of office for the Youth Activities Coordinator shall be one year. 



Grove Calendar: Summer Solstice to Fall Equinox 
Rituals 

An Bruane: Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration 
for those who wish to go beyond the standard High Day 
rites.  Members only, please.  6/22, 8/3, 9/21, 7-9 pm at 
Rod/Liz’s 
Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Lughnasadh and Fall Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  7/27, 9/7, 7-9 pm at Rod/Liz’s 
Fire Watch: We follow the traditions of our ancestors and 
keep the hearth fire burning the night before ritual.  9/17, 
Dusk at Botsford 
Fall Equinox Rite: Join us as we honor our river 
mother Ana and perform the Stag Dance.  There will be 
a raffle and potluck after the rite.  9/18, 2-5 pm at 
Botsford  (rain date: 9/19) 
Lughnasadh Festival: Our annual tradition! (see below) 

Social Events 
Coffee Hour: Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  6/25, 7/23, 8/27, 9/24, 7-9 pm at 
Borders 
Grove Picnic: Join us for a potluck picnic, a saining, 
and a Roman Ludi Apollinares ritual! All welcome.   
7/11, 12-6 pm at Bandemer Park (Whitmore Lake Rd. 
entrance, look for signs) 
Renaissance Festival Trip:  It's Highland Fling 
weekend!  8/29, Hollygrove 

Meetings 
SLG Business Meeting: Discussion of general business 
and setting of the calendar.  7/13, 8/11, 9/14, 7-9 at 
Borders 

Festivals 
Sunmmerland Festival: An ADF Unity Festival and Pagan 
Spiritual Retreat   8/19-22, Camp Clifton, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio (http://www.6thnight.org/summerland.html) 
Midnight Flame Festival: Come join us at ADF's only 
festival in the region! At The Midnight Flame Festival you 
will enjoy camping at a site that allows for tent, RV, or even 
cabin camping, lectures and workshops, shopping, as well as 
opportunities to vend, rituals, fellowship, and fun!   9/9-12, 
Chain O Lakes Campground, Bellaire 
(http://www.grovemidnightsun.org/midnightflame.html) 

Pagan Pride Day Detroit 
Detroit is one of 140+ Pagan Pride celebrations being help 
worldwide with the goal of community service, education 
and providing a network of resources for those interested in 
Paganism. We have gathered to support the global 
movement for education, and to celebrate the many blessings 
of our harvest season here at home in Michigan.  8/21, 
11am-8pm at Green Acres Park, Hazel Park 
(http://paganpridedetroit.wordpress.com/) 

Helping the Huron 
River Roundup: Collect water and insect samples from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council.  (You must register in advance for this! 
jmartin@hrwc.org or 734-769-5971)  9/25, 9 am-3pm or 11 
am-5pm, meet at NEW Center 
Bug ID Day: Count the insect samples we collected from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council.  (You must register in advance for this! 
jmartin@hrwc.org or 734-769-5971)  10/3, 12-3 pm or 2-5 
pm, meet at  NEW Center 

Lughnasadh 2010 
Botsford Recreational Preserve  3015 Miller Rd.  Ann Arbor  8 pm, August 6 to 11 pm, August 7 

A two-day festival and Ár nDraíocht Féin Lughnasadh ritual combined.  From opening to closing we will be 
celebrating and honoring our Gods with workshops, rituals, and other special events. 

Just outside the city limits of Ann Arbor, Botsford Recreational Preserve is a small section of old-growth 
forest with treehouses, walking trails, and the permanent nemeton of Shining Lakes Grove. 

How much will it cost to attend?  It’s free!  We will have a raffle to help cover our site rental costs, and 
of course donations are welcome. 

We need volunteers!  If you would like to lead a class, workshop, or ritual, or help organize the festival, 
please contact us.  Past events have included: Henna Tattooing / Guided Meditation / Mead Tasting / 

Understanding the Runes / Making Ancestor Dolls / Warrior Women / Greek Blessing Ritual / Stone Soup 
Storytelling. 

(734) 277-1897 * robh@shininglakes.org * www.shininglakes.org 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
June 20 

 
 

 

21 22
7-9  An Bruane 

Rod/Liz’s
 

23
 

24 25
7-9 Coffee Hour 

Borders 

26

27 28 
 

29 30 
 

July 1 2
 

3
 

4 
 
 

INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

5 
 

6 7
 

8 9
 

10

11 
12-6 Grove Picnic 

Bandemer 

12 13
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Borders 

14 15
 

16
 

17

18 
 

19 20 21 22
 

23 
7-9 Coffee Hour 

Borders

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27
7-9 Liturgist RT 

Rod/Liz’s

28 29 30 31

August 1 2 3
7-9  An Bruane 

Rod/Liz’s

4 5 6
Lughnasadh

Botsford

7
Lughnasadh

Botsford

8 9 10 11
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Borders

12 13 14

15 
 

16 17
 

18 19

SUMMERLANDS 

20

SUMMERLANDS 

21
Pagan Pride 
Day Detroit

SUMMERLANDS 
22 

 
 

SUMMERLANDS 

23 24 25
 

26 27
7-9 Coffee Hour 

Borders 

28

29 
RenFest Trip 

Hollygrove 

30 
 

31 September 1 2
 

3 4

5 6 
 
 

LABOR DAY 

7
7-9 Liturgist RT 

Rod/Liz’s 

8 9
 

MIDNIGHT 
FLAME 

10
 

MIDNIGHT 
FLAME 

11
 

MIDNIGHT 
FLAME 

12 
 

MIDNIGHT 
FLAME 

13 
 

14
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Borders 

15 16
 

17
Fire Watch 

Botsford 

18
2-5  Fall Equinox

Rite
Botsford

19 
 

20 
 

21
7-9  An Bruane 

Rod/Liz’s 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

AUTUMN BEGINS

23
 

24
7-9 Coffee Hour 

Borders 

25
9-3 or 11-5

River Roundup
NEW Center

 

Addresses: 
Bandemer Park, 1352 Lake Shore Dr., Ann Arbor 
Borders Books and Music: 3527 Washtenaw, Ann Arbor 
Botsford Recreational Preserve, 3015 Miller, Ann Arbor 

Hollygrove, 12500 Dixie Highway, Holly 
NEW Center, 1100 N. Main, Ann Arbor 
Rod and Liz’s: 263 Larkspur, Ann Arbor, (734) 998-1029 
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