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Public Service Can Be Fun (And Wet) 
ack when I first joined the Grove, and dinosaurs 

still roamed the earth (or maybe it was boy 
bands), we were involved with just about every 

activity that the Huron River Watershed Council’s Adopt-a-
Stream program put on.  Large groups of us took part in the 
“Stream Search” and Bug ID Days, several of us helped with 
the Stonefly Searches held in January, and Marae and I spent 
one summer doing weekly temperature monitoring at Traver 
Creek, the Grove’s official adopted stream.  All throughout 
the year, I’d visit monitoring sites all over the rivershed, 
from the middle of Ann Arbor’s developed land to the 
middle of nowhere off of M-52, from woods to backyards to 
golf courses, all to both honor our river mother and to take an 
active role in our community—to let everyone know that not 
only were the Druids still around, but they cared about taking 
care of the land. 
 Sadly, the loss of my computer programming job meant 
that I had to take jobs where I worked weekends, and that 
effectively stopped me from being able to participate in most 
activities.  I knew that Rodney and Kestrel were still taking 
part, but I also knew that (as with many aspects of the Grove) 
we just weren’t getting the interest levels that we used to.  
Plus I just plain missed doing it. 
 When I was visiting the HRWC’s website back in March 
to get info on their events for the newsletter, I noticed that 
they had a new program in the works called “Adopt-X-
Stream,” and were looking for groups to get involved.  I 
thought this would be a great way to get our members 
excited about doing stream monitoring volunteer work again, 
and signed us up.  Ultimately they decided to limit it to just a 

couple of groups who had been more consistently active with 
them in recent years (and yes, that broke my heart a little) but 
suggested that we could do the regular stream depth 
mapping, so I signed us up for that instead. 
 I attended the training session, since it had been way too 
long since my last one.  Since no other Grove member 
managed to attend the session, and the groups have to have at 
least two members with the training, we had to have a non-
Grovemate join us.  Fortunately, people who live in the Ann 
Arbor area and sign up for stream mapping training sessions 
tend to be pretty open-minded, and Max (the fellow assigned 
to our team) was very much so.  We set the date, Max offered 
to pick up the equipment for us, and we were set. 
 Six weeks later, the chosen date finally arrived, and Noal 
and Kris joined Max and me on the trip.  The site we were 
measuring was on the same stream that flows near my house, 
just a few miles downstream.  The point where we did the 
measurements was just behind someone’s house.  (Yes, they 
have given the HRWC permission to monitor there, and they 
knew we were coming.)  With Noal and Max in waders, me 
in my water-safe shoes, and Kris writing down the results, 
we prepared to walk a 150-foot stretch of the stream, 
measuring the water depth and checking how mucky or 
rocky the bottom was.  The HRWC sends teams out to each 
of its sites once every five years, and these measurements 
help them track long-term changes in the condition of the 
stream and pinpoint any problems that may develop. 
 After making a small offering to Ana and the local land 
spirits, we got started.  I’d forgotten how much energy it can 
take to walk in a stream, especially one where the streambed 

Manannan Shrine Visit 
Sunday, October 28, 5pm – 8pm 
Join us as we carpool to Shining Lakes Grove’s permanent shrine 
to our gatekeeper, Manannan.  Adjacent to a beautiful lake and  
surrounded by wildlife, the shrine sits on a small peninsula in the  
woods of western Washtenaw County.  (Don’t worry, we’re not  
trespassing; it’s public land!) 

We will met at Rob’s home at 11623 Lisa Lori Lane, South Lyon  
(walk around the back of the house to the door on the basement  
level, on the other side of the deck). 

Feel free to bring your own offerings to Manannan, the nature  
spirits, and/or your own gods!  All are welcome, Grove members  
and non-members alike. 

The sun sets over the lake, looking out from the shrine.  
Photo by Rod Cox. 



is mucky.  It got easier as we worked our way upstream to 
sturdier ground.  Once the actual measuring was done, we 
made visual observations on the quality of the stream and the 
land around it, plus all the animals we saw in the stream, 
including small-mouth bass, minnows, and the old casings of 
caddis fly larvae, a good sign that the stream is healthy 
enough to support sensitive insect species.  All told, it took 
us about two hours, and with the lovely weather we had that 
day, it was a great time for all of us! 
 I hope that this will be just the beginning of a renewed 
interest in taking part in Adopt-a-Stream activities, not just to 
honor Ana or to fulfill our Grove’s quarterly public service 
requirement, but so that everyone else can have the 

experience of seeing different parts of our watershed while 
helping to protect it from environmental problems.  Next 
month, they’ll be holding both River Roundup (collecting 
samples of the insect population from stream sites) and Bug 
ID Day (identifying the insects in those samples to gauge the 
health of the stream), and in January, they’ll be looking in 
the streams for stonefly larvae, which hatch in the winter 
when there aren’t as many predators to deal with.  (It’s 
chilly, but it works!)  Keep an eye on our calendar for info on 
how to sign up for these events! 
 
Yours in service to the Kindreds and the Grove, 
Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid

One Focus, Many Visions . . . Searching for the Gods 
Ever wonder how the Grove’s official pantheon came to 
be?  How and why certain deities were “picked” to honor at 
our High Days? 
 Since the beginning of our Grove, we have contacted 
those deities who may wish to work with our Grove—
Celtic or not—during certain sessions of An Bruane, our 
sole members-only activity.  We usually use some form of 
meditation, and the results are sometimes surprising. 
 At the last An Bruane, Rod Cox led a guided 
meditation to see if any deity would be interested in joining 
us for our Fall Equinox rites.  It started with a pillar of 
flame that brought us to a forest clearing, with several paths 
leading out through the trees.  Following are snippets of 
what some of the participants experienced. 

 Walking through the dense woods, there is no path to 
be seen.  Walking between the trees, I then see glimpses of 
a farm, with animals and cultivated land, but somehow I 
cannot quite leave the forest.  Still, the feeling of 
domesticated life flows into the wood, creating a liminal 
space.  I hear a wind behind me, and turn to see leaves 
being blown clockwise around one of the larger trees.  
Birds fly around the top of that same tree.  As I approach, 
the wind dies down, and I sit quietly at its base, looking up 
through the leaves at the cloudy sky. 

 I walk until I notice a break in the trees: a split rail 
fence with a scarecrow looming over it. Beyond the fence, a 
field is dotted with bound wheat sheaves; the ground is 
strewn with apples and nuts (I think). The scarecrow is 
somber, with a black hat and jacket, and no face—but 
somehow he is not nearly as creepy as he should be. I climb 
over the fence and walk across the field to a firepit. A 
cauldron of cider steams next to the small fire. Beyond, a 
fieldstone cottage seems to beckon me inside.  

 The path was dirt and stones, narrow and very clean 
and clear; I could see far into the distance, with very tall 
trees on either side of the path. . . . all of a sudden I heard 
and felt the 'whoosh' of an arrow going right behind my 
head, followed by the 'thunk' of the arrow in a tree behind 
me to my right.  I heard a throaty laugh, turned to my left 
and saw Artemis (whom I had never seen or talked with 
before).  Her hair was bound up, but some of it had 

escaped; she was wearing a short chiton and had a bow in 
her hand.  I was surprised and didn't know what to say, but 
She was very comfortable with me and as She walked 
toward me many animals came out of the woods and 
crowded around Her; birds flew down and perched upon 
Her shoulders, and mine as well. . . . Somehow I was able 
to ask Her if She was really interested in working with us.  
She looked at me very seriously and said yes, but that this 
was not the time.  She told me to come back to Her in the 
spring and ask again. 

 Overall the results were inconclusive, which means we 
will continue this task at a future An Bruane.  All SLG 
members are invited to participate! 
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Grove Calendar: Fall Equinox to Yule 

Social Events 
Coffee Hour: Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  9/28, 10/26, 11/16, 12/7, 8-11 pm at 
Sweetwaters 

Meetings 
SLG Business Meeting: Discussion of general business 
and setting of the calendar.  10/9, 11/13, 12/11, 7-9 at 
Sweetwaters 

Helping the Huron 
River Roundup: Collect water and insect samples from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council.  (You must register in advance for 
this! jfrenzel@hrwc.org or 734-769-5971)  10/6, 9 am-
3pm or 11 am-5pm, meet at NEW Center 
Bug ID Day: Count the insect samples we collected 
from streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron 
River Watershed Council.  (You must register in 
advance for this! jfrenzel@hrwc.org or 734-769-5971)  
10/14, 12-3 pm or 2-5 pm, meet at  NEW Center 

Rituals 
An Bruane: Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration for 
those who wish to go beyond the standard High Day rites.  
Members only, please.  10/30, 11/27, 7-9 pm at Rob’s 
Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us plan 
our Samhain and Yule rituals.  All welcome.  10/23, 12/4, 7-9 
pm at Sweetwaters 
Fire Lighting Ceremony: We gather together to kindle the 
hearth fire and take it to our homes, to tend through the night 
and bring to the ritual.  We will also do craft projects for the 
next day's ritual.  12/15, 7 pm at Rob’s 
Yule Rite: Join us as we honor Danu and Bel, our primal 
mother and father deities.  There will be a raffle and potluck 
after the rite.  12/16, 2-5 pm at Friends Meeting 

Public Service 
CROP Walk: Join us as we help raise funds for local 
charities! For more info: http://www.icpj.net/program-
areas/hunger/crop/ 10/14, 2 pm at Bethlehem United 
Church of Christ 
 
 
 
 Samhain Weekend 

November 2nd and 3rd 
Cavallo Equestrian Center 

2185 N. Harris Rd., Ypsilanti 
 
Two days of rituals, workshops, and celebration! 
 
Schedule: 
Friday  
7 PM: Fire Lighting Ritual 
8 PM: Swearing In of the New Leadership Council 
9 PM: Non-Celtic Ritual 
Saturday  
1 PM: Workshop: Incense Making, led by Candy 

Brockman 
2 to 4 PM: Samhain Afternoon Ritual: Join us as we 

celebrate the reunion of our tribal father Lugh 
and our river goddess Ana. This ritual will 
feature a craft project, and is suitable for all 
ages. There will be a raffle and potluck after the 
rite. 

4 to 5 PM: Workshop: Robe Making, led by 
Richard Harper 

5 to 6 PM: Ritual Prep 
6 to 8:30 PM: Samhain Evening Ritual: Join us as 

we honor the Ancestors and Mannanan, our god  
of the Otherworld. This ritual uses themes of 
death and rebirth, and may not be suitable for 
young children. 

8:30 to 10 PM: Ancestor Dinner. Bring your 
ancestors' favorite dish to share! 

 
Modern  Druidry 

Living the Ancient Ways in Today's 
World 

 A three-hour class on the practices and 
traditions of Shining Lakes Grove and Ár 
nDraíocht Féin (ADF), led by SLG Senior Druid 
Rob Henderson.  Find out how we recreate 
the traditions of the ancient Indo-European 
cultures in a modern context. 
 Topics include: ADF ritual / SLG 
cosmology / basic meditation/ home shrine 
and rituals. 
 The class will be held October 23 at 
11623 Lisa Lori Lane in South Lyon from 4 to 
7 pm.  The class costs $5, please pre-register 
at 734-277-1897 or robh@shininglakes.org 

 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
September 23 
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26 

 
27 28 

8-11 Coffee Hour 
Sweetwaters 

29 
 

30 
 

October 1 
 

2 
 

3 4 5 
 

6 
9-3 or 11-5 

River Roundup 
NEW Center 

7 8 9 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Sweetwaters 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13 
 
 

14 
12-3 or 2-5 
Bug ID Day 
NEW Center 

2 pm CROP Walk 
Bethlehem Ch. 

15 16 
 

17 18 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

SWEETEST DAY 
21 
4-7 

Modern Druidry 
Rob’s 

22 23 
7-9 Liturgist RT 

Rob’s 
 

24 25 
 

26 
8-11 Coffee Hour 

Sweetwaters 

27 
 

28 
5 pm 

Manannan Shrine 
meet at Rob’s 

29 
 

30 
7-9  An Bruane 

Rob’s 

31 
 
 
 
 
 

HALLOWEEN 

November 1 2 
Samhain 

Weekend 
7 pm Fire Watch 

9 pm 
Non-Celtic Ritual 

Cavallo 

3 
Samhain 

Weekend 
2-4 

Afternoon Rite 
6-9 Evening Rite 

Cavallo 
4 

 
DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS ENDS 

5 6 
 

7 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 13 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Sweetwaters 

14 15 16 
8-11 Coffee Hour 

Sweetwaters 

17 
 

18 
 

19 20 
 

21 22 
 
THANKSGIVING 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 
 

27 
7-9  An Bruane 

Rob’s 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

December 1 
 

2 3 4 
7-9 Liturgist RT 

Rob’s 

5 6 
 

7 
8-11 Coffee Hour 

Sweetwaters 

8 
 

9 10 11 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Sweetwaters 

12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
7  Fire Lighting 

Rob’s 

16 
2-5  Yule Rite 

Friends Meeting 

17 18 19 20 
 
 

 

21 
 
 

WINTER BEGINS 

22 

 

Addresses: 
Bethlehem United Church of Christ, 
                  423 S. Fourth Ave., Ann Arbor 
Cavallo Equestrian Center, 2185 N. Harris Rd., Ypsilanti 
Friends Meeting, 1420 Hill St., Ann Arbor 

NEW Center: 1100 N. Main, Ann Arbor 
Rob’s, 11623 Lisa Lori Ln., South Lyon, (734) 277-1897 
Sweetwaters Cofee, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
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